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Keel-laying of second MMPV

WORKING ON TWO VESSELS 1IN
PARALLEL

Varna, 22 June 2023. Almost one year after the keel-laying ceremony of the first multipurpose
modular patrol vessel (MMPV) for the Bulgarian Navy, the keel-laying of the second vessel took
place in Varna, Bulgaria. The traditional ceremony was attended by numerous guests from
politics, the Navy and local business, as well as the newly appointed Minister of Defence, Todor
Tagarev. Both vessels are being built at MTG Dolphin in Varna under the management of German
NVL Group, formerly Lurssen Defence, with the involvement of many Bulgarian suppliers.

“Despite COVID and all effects it has had on the supply chain, we are working to plan with another milestone
achieved in time. Moreover, the excellent teamwork of all involved is key to ensure we meet these
milestones”, explained Dirk Malgowski, Managing Director of NVL B.V. & Co. KG. “The keel-laying of the
second MMPYV vessel marks an important juncture for the programme. From now on, we will be working
visibly on two ships in parallel. This lifts the challenge for all involved in the design and construction and
everyone is excited about the steady increase of activities on the shipyard and in the offices.”

The construction of the second vessel started in December last year. The 90 metres long vessels with a
displacement of approximately 2,300 t are based on a proven NVL design and feature an integrated combat
management system. Both units are capable of countering air and land based threats as well as surface
and undersea threats. Accordingly, the vessels are predestined for tasks within the framework of
international alliance missions for NATO and the EU.

“Today’s event is confirming once again our commitment to the project and valuable cooperation amongst
all stakeholders. Despite numerous challenges, our joint effort brings the results, which are visible with the
first ship close to launching and the second already in progress. Partnership between NVL, MTG, NTB and
Bulgarian Navy will continue to be vital for timely and within budget delivery of the project" said Svetlin
Stoyanov, CEO of MTG Dolphin.

During the keel-laying ceremony, representatives from the project affixed a brass plate with four coins
onto a wooden block, each coin symbolising one of the parties involved in the project - the Bulgarian
Navy, NVL Group, MTG Dolphin and one in commemoration to the event. This was then placed beneath
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the keel block, which was lowered to meet the plate in a celebratory process. This centuries-old custom is
said to bring good luck to both the ship and the crew.

NVL — THE DNA OF SHIPBUILDING

NVL Group is a privately owned group of renowned Northern German shipyards and related companies.
Customers can rely on us to consistently provide tailored, smart and cost-effective naval solutions that keep
navies mission-ready around the world. With deep roots in shipbuilding, we listen to our customers’ ideas,
understand their requirements, and deliver high-quality naval and coast guard vessels as well as
comprehensive services throughout the entire life cycle of their fleets. Construction at our shipyards is
supplemented by licensed manufacture at customer facilities worldwide under technology transfer
arrangements. As an independent enterprise, we remain flexible to market changes and operate a dynamic,
safe and future-oriented business

www.nvl.de

MTG Dolphin

MTG Dolphin is a private family-owned shipyard located in Varna, Bulgaria, which was established in 1991.
We rely on over 500 professionals who contribute to our success and help to uphold our reputation as a
reliable partner for complex shipbuilding projects and demanding ship repairs of various types of vessels.
Our products are primarily export and our customers are among the leading ship-owners throughout the
world. We have successfully delivered 27 new build ships over the last 15 years and we have repaired
more than 1,500 ships since the company was founded. We are motivated to consistently improve on what
we have already achieved in order to provide even better products and services for our customers. We
care about every single ship and every single customer

www.dolphinl.bg
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